


OF CONTENTS

"X, @ ChristJesus

built upon 4 timself
the foundaticn i being the
ofthe Apostles cief |8 EEEEROUAZUINUIC ... ..o iiiiiiiiii s i s i s s a s s s s aa s

corner stone;

REQRGANIZED $ ¥ov4u93  ©
The Church of God
7th Da;
HEADQUARTERS:
SALEM, WEST VIRGINIA,

U.S.A.

The Advocate of Truth is the official or-
gan of The Church of God (7th Day) with
headquartersat Salem, West Virginia.

It is published once amonth on thefourth
Monday of each month by The Church of
God Publishing House, PO Box 328, Sa-

lem, West Virginia 26426. Themagazine . | .

ismailed under the periodicalsrate at the ¥ = I . ..... ... .0 R N .. 15

Post Officein Salem, West Virginia e
e

SUBSCRIPTIONS:

Your subscriptionisfree. Itispaidfor
by people who are concerned about the
truth.

Your contributionsare sincerely appre-
ciated. You may request thisperiodical by
sending your mailing address to this ad-
dress.

Cover Photo
by Mimi Davis

POSTMASTER:
Please send address changes to:

THECHURCH OF GOD
PUBLISHINGHOUSE
P.O.Box 328
Salem, WV 26426-0328

Telephone: 304-782-1411
Fax: 304-782-2248
E-Mail: cogsevday@aol.com
Web site: www.chur chofgod-7thday.org

GaryMills.....covcvevenee. M anaging Editor
LudinaMills.......Children’sPageEditor
David DeLoNng.....ccccemeeeenenens Editorial Saff
Chrigy Howdl .......ccocormenecene Editorial Saff

VolumeL XXIV Number 10
March 2026
TheAdvocateof Truth
USPS 542-940



LLessons from

Esther

ESTHER

Esther’sbirth namewasHadassah. Shewasof thetribe
of Benjamin and lived during thetime her tribe and the
tribe of Judah were taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon. Inexile, Esther eventudly becamequeen
and saved her entire people. By reading the Book of
Esther, youwill learn how Queen Esther and her kinsman
Mordecai saved the Jewish peoplefrom the plot of the
wicked Haman, who was an advisor to thethen-current
king, Ahasuerus.

Hereisashort verson of her heroism: Ahasuerus, theall-
powerful kingof Perda, banisheshisexiging queen, Vadht,
for failing to appear beforehimwhen bidden. Thenewly
chosen queen is Esther, the adopted daughter of
Mordecai, the Jew. Mordecai’sbitter enemy at courtis
thewicked Haman, theking'sright-hand man. Because
Mordecai failsto bow before him, Haman plotsnot only
Mordecai’ sdeath but dso theextermination of al the Jaws
inthePersanempire.

Mordeca calson Queen Esther to saveher people. Esther
heroically riskstheking swrath by appearing unbidden
beforehim. SheinvitesKing Ahasuerusand Hamanto
two banquets, where she persuadestheking to save her
peopleand hang Haman onthegalowshehad congtructed
for Mordecai. The king's edict to kill the Jews was
reversed, and the Jewsinstead got revenge on their woul d-
be persecutors, including ten sonsof Haman.
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Here are somekey takeawaysand lessonsthat arefrom
thestory of Esther:

1. Faithfulnessand obedience: Esther’sobedience
to Mordecai’srequest to keep her Jewishidentity
secret and her willingnessto approach theking
without being summoned demonstrate the
importanceof faithfulnessand obedienceto God's
will.

2. Courageinthefaceof danger: Esther’sbravery
inthefaceof Haman'sevil planand her willingness
to risk her own life to save the Jewish people
show that courage and trust in God canlead to
miracul ous outcomes even in the most daunting
Stuations.

3. Humility: Esther’s humility is evident in her
willingnesstofast and seek God' sguidancebefore
approaching the king, demonstrating the
importance of seeking God’ swisdom and advice
intimesof criss.

4. Thevadueof preparation: Esther’spreparation for
her presentation beforethe king, including her
banquet and spiritua preparations, demonstrates
theimportanceof being prepared for opportunities
and challengesthat come our way.

5. Thepower of prayer and fasting: Esther’ sthree-
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day fast and prayer demonstratethe effectiveness
of prayer and fasting in seeking God’ sguidance
and helpintimesof need.

6. The importance of relationships: Esther’s
relationship with Mordecai, her relative and
mentor, highlightsthevaueof strong reationships
and seeking guidanceand counsel from others.

7. God ssovereignty over human affairs: Thestory
of Esther illustrates God' ssovereignty over human
affairs, even when His name is not explicitly
mentioned. It showsthat God canwork through
seemingly ordinary peopleto bring extraordinary

The

ThePareto principle (a'soknown asthe80/20 Rule) isan
observation made by an Italian economist. “The Pareto
principle was developed by Vilfredo Pareto in 1896.
Pareto observed that 80% of theland in Italy was owned
by only 20% of the population. He also witnessed this
happening with plantsin hisgarden—20% of hisplants
were bearing 80% of thefruit.”

Source: Asana, Inc. https://asana.com/resour ces/pareto-principle-

80-20-rule

Moresmply put, the 80/20 rule saysthat approximately
80% of the outcome and effectscomefrom 20% of causes
and our efforts. Or reversed: 20% percent of your input
resultsin 80% of your output. You may have heard of or
recogni zed thisphenomenonin other ways. For example:

e Business. 80% of their revenue comesfrom 20%
of their customers.

e |nvestments. 20% of my stocks make up 80% of
thegains.
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results. Esther reminds us that nothing is
impossiblewith God.

8. God'sahility toturnsituationsaround: Thestory
of Esther showsthat God can take seemingly
hopelesssituationsand turnthem around for good,
demonstrating His power and sovereignty over
al circumstances.

Theselessonscan be gppliedto our lives, reminding usto
trustin God, seek Hisguidance, and demonstrate courage,
humility, and obediencein theface of challenges.

by David Royer

80/,

Rule

e Retail: 80% of retail sales are produced by
20% of astore’sbrands.

e |IT: 80% of system crashesare caused by 20%
of bugs.

e Economics: 80% of acountry’swealthisheld by
20% of its population.

e Autoaccidents: 80% of car accidentsare caused
by 20% of young people.

e Project Management: 80% of theproject’sresults
comefrom 20% of the project’sactivities.

e Agriculture: 80% of acrop’syield comesfrom
20% of theland.

o Taxation: 80% of federal tax money comesfrom
about 20% of society.

e Softwaredevel opment: 80% of aprogram’sbugs
comefrom 20% of itscode.

e Healthcare: 80% of a population’s health
outcomes are determined by 20% of the
population’slifestyleand environmentd factors.
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Keepinmind that the80/20 ruleisjust an observation
and not alaw of nature. The percentages can changeand
do not haveto equal 100%. It boilsdowntotwo universa
truths: al thingsarenot created equal, and most thingsin
lifearenot distributed evenly.

Usethisimbalancetoimproveyour life. By conducting
an 80/20 andysisinvariousareasof our life, wecanfocus
onand prioritizethemost critical goa sand aspectsof our
life. For example: What 20% of People, Things, and
Habitsare drawing us80% closer to God? Isit going to
churchregularly? Getting up early to read your Bible?
Finding and spending timewith atrusted spiritua mentor?
JoinaBible study group? Devote moretimeto prayer?

Onthe other hand: What 20% of People, Things, and
Habitsare drawing you 80% farther away from God? Is
it working on the Sabbath? Isit your phone? Tithing?
Socia media? Anoldfriend whoisinfluencingyouina
negativedirection? Wemust prioritizeour time, efforts,
and prayersto decrease thesethings. Eventaking just
oneof these“wordgt offenders’ out of your lifecould make
ahugedifference.

Inredlity, thereisno 80%. Thereareonly followersof
Jesus, charged with thegoal of living for Christ. Some-
thing to keepinmindisthat we cannot “fix ourselves’ on
our own! Aswedo our best to find the most important
thingstodoinour life, theLordwill helplead and guide
uson the straight and narrow path. We have been given
HisHoly Spirit, residing within us, to makethesekinds of
changesin our lives. Remember, God doesn’'t love us
based on how well wedo our 80/20 andlysis. But ill, it
does help to have a clearer idea of where to focusin
termsof having acloser relationship with God and others.

So have faith, and don’t worry about trying to do
everything. Takethetimetofindthe essentia thingsin
your life. Strivefor thebest. Ask theLord to help you
know what you need to focuson. Aswedo so, | know
theLord will giveusthe helpwe need to draw closer to
Him.

Correctly prioritizing our time, efforts, and prayerswill

significantly impact our spiritual life. Most of usare“a
work inprogress.”
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“MY PEOPLE ARE
DESTROYED FOR LACK
OF KNOWLEDGFE”

PASTOR |JEL EMMANUEL O.
CHURCH OF GOD 7™ DAY
| SSEL E-UKU
DELTA STATE NIGERIA
WEST AFRICA

God says, “My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge: becausethou hast rejected knowledge, | will
asorgject thee, that thou shalt beno priest tome: seeing
thou hast forgotten the LAW of thy God, | will dsoforget
thy children” (Hosea4: 6). Theword “Knowledge’ and
“LAW” are the two key words in the verse above.
Dictionary of contemporary English (LONGMAN)
defines “Knowledge” as “The facts, skills and
understanding that you have gained through learning or
experience.” First John 3:4 defines LAW as thus:
“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also thelaw:
for sinisthetransgression of thelaw.”

In Hosea 4:6 God says, "My people are destroyed
for lack of knowledge ..." The question is “What
knowledgedo peoplelack? Theanswer isnot far fetched.
People lack the knowledge of the LAW of God. In
continuation of thisverse, God says*“ ... becausethou hast
rejected knowledge, | will lsorgect thee... seeingthou
hast forgotten the LAW of thy God, | will asoforget thy
children.” TheLAW of God isthe boneof contentionin
thisverse. Today most Christians preach that theLAW is
nailed to the crossand so they are not under LAW. God
says“... becausethou hast rejected Knowledge (which
istheLAW of God), | will alsoreject thee,...seeing thou
hast forgottenthe LAW of thy God...” Lack of knowledge
inthisvery versemeanslack of the LAW of God. Dear
reader, let it be made known to you that there are two
LAWS: (1) Thelaw of Godand (2.) TheLAW of Moses.
The LAW of God isthe Ten Commandments, whilethe
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LAW of Mosesissacrificial commandment. Itisalso
ceremonial commandment or Mosaic LAW.

What isthe difference betweenthe LAW of God and
that of Moses?

Answer: TheLAW of Godisdifferent fromthe LAW
of Moses because God with Hisown finger wrote His
LAW, even the Ten commandments on two tables of
stone. Deut. 9:10, “And the LORD delivered unto me
two tablesof stonewrittenwiththefinger of God, and on
them waswritten according to all thewords, which the
L ORD spakewith you in the mount out of the midst of
thefireintheday of theassembly.” Alsoread Deut. 10: 4,
“And hewroteonthetables, according tothefirst writing,
the Ten Commandments, which the LORD spake unto
you inthemount out of the midst of thefireintheday of
theassembly: and the LORD gavethemunto me.”

Intheverses, itisunderstood the LORD God spoke
tothechildren of Isragl inthemount to the hearing of the
congregation out of the midst of the fire on the day of
assembly. The LAW of Mosesor Mosaic LAW iscalled
such becauseit wasgiven to M osesthrough the angel s of
God. It was not God who spoketo Mosesdirectly. Gal.
3: 19tell usthis. “Whereforethen serveth the LAW? It
was added because of transgressions, (sins), till the seed
(Jesus) should come to whom the promise was made;
and it was ORDAINED by angels in the hand of a
mediator.” Exampleisfoundin Numbers15: 32—-35.“And
whilethechildren of Isragl wereinthewilderness, they
found aman that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath day.
Andthey that found him gathering sticksbrought himunto
Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation. And
they put him inward, becauseit was not declared what
should bedoneto him. And the LORD said unto Moses,
Themanshall besurdly put to death: al the congregation
shdl stonehimwith soneswithout thecamp”. At thistime,
God did not come down from heaven to speak to Moses
intheTabernacle. A smilar exampleisfoundin Gen. 22
15:“AndtheANGEL of the LORD called untoAbraham
out of heaventhesecondtime,”.

TheLAW of Godwaswritten by God upontwotables
of sone, Deut. 9: 10, whilethe LAW of Moseswaswritten
by Maosesinabook. Deut. 31: 24: “ Andit cameto pass,
when Moses had made an end of writing the words of
thisLAW inabook, until they werefinished.” TheLAW
of Moses is what Jesus Christ abolished, not the ten
commandmentsof God. Col 2: 14 says. “ Blotting out the
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handwriting of ordinancesthat wasagaingt us, whichwas
contrary to us, and took it out of theway, nailingittohis
cross” Any manthat usesthisverseto contradict theLAW
of God isadeceiver; and a so not aBible student. Acts
15: 5 says: “But thererose up certain of the sect of the
Phariseeswhich believed, saying, That it wasneedful to
circumcisethem, and to command themto keepthe LAW
of Moses.” Theanswer given to this statement about the
LAW of Mosesisinverse24 of Acts 15. “Forasmuch as
we have heard, that certain which went out fromushave
troubled you with words, subverting your soulssaying,
Yemust becircumcised, and keepthe LAW (MOSAIC):
to whom we gave no such commandment”. The Law of
Mosesisagainst mankind. “ TakethisBook of the LAW,
and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the
LORD your God, that it may betherefor aWITNESS
AGAINST THEE” (Deut. 31: 26). Note: thisMosaic
Law waswritten by Mosesinabook anditiscalled the
Book of the Law. Ezekiel 20: 25 reads: “Wherefore |
gavethem a so satutesthat were not good, and judgments
whereby they should not live.” CircumcisonisaMosaic
LAW: 1 Cor. 7: 19 says. “ Circumcisionisnothing, and
uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the
commandmentsof God.” Circumcisionthat isrequired
for any child of God isBAPTISM BY IMMERSION
THROUGH OUR LORD JESUSCHRIST. PERIOD.

Dear reader, if by any reasonyou aretold not to keep
the SABBATH OF GOD becausethe LAW isabolished,
you areamong them that have been destroyed for lack of
knowledge. Paul writesin|l Cor. 4: 3- 4“But if our gospe
behid, itishidtothemthat arelost (destroyed): Inwhom
thegod of thisworld hath blinded the mindsof themwhich
believe not, lest the LIGHT OF THE GLORIOUS
GOSPEL of Chrigt, whoistheimageof God, should shine
unto them.” Dear reader, be not among theminwhomthe
god of thisworld hath BLINDED themindsof themwhich
believenat.

Sabbath worship is a sign through which God
recognizes Hispeople. Ezekiel 20: 12 says. “Moreover
also | gavethem my Sabbaths, to be asign between me
and them, that they might know that | am the LORD that
sanctify them.”

Col. 2: 16 says. “L et no man thereforejudgeyouin
meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the
new moon, or of the Sabbath days.” Most people of the
world arebeing deceived with theverse abovewhenthey
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comeacrosstheword“ SABBATH.” The Sabbath being
spoken of hereisnot theweekly Sabbath or the 7""day
Sabbath, but the SABBATH of ceremonies (yearly
Sabbaths). Thus: The day of BLOWING OF
TRUMPETS, THEDAY OFATONEMENT andtheday
of TABERNACLES. Read Lev. 23: 23-37. To have
details of the sacrificesthat are attached to these feast
days, read the whole chapter of NUMBERS 29. Itisa
yokeonthelsraglitesand to any man that wishesto keep
thosefeast days. ItisaY OKEtoal mankind; thisiswhy
Jesus Christ cameto removethe yokefrom usthat we
may havedirect accessto God through Him.

Please, Dear reader, join thischurch toworship the
God of Sabbath on Sabbath daysand saveyour lifefrom

IMPENDING DOOM.
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Pictured above: Apostle Walter Goff, An-
thony I ssac De Gracia Vargas (new member),
Alfonso De Gracia and Hayellis Vargas de

De Gracia (his parents).
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The Covenants
Of God

By David Del_ong

TheLord hasawayshad covenantswith man. These
covenantsare an agreement between God and man that
certain good conditionswill exist if manisobedient to
God, and that certain bad conditionswill exist if manis
disobedient to Him.

Thefirst covenant that the L ord madewith manthat
wewill look at isfound in Genesis 2:15-17: "And the
LORD God took the man (Adam), and put himinto the

garden of Edentodress

‘ N ‘ H‘ ‘ln i U" Nw itandtokeepit. Andthe
LORD God com-

‘ ‘ ‘ - manded theman, saying,

M

Of every treeof thegar-
den thou mayest freely
egt: But of thetreeof the
¥ knowledge of good and

E evil, thou shdt not eat of
it: forintheday that thou
S eatest thereof thou shalt
s surely die." We know
:q fthat Adam and Eve
I brokethat covenant of
g cternal life when they
ateof thefruit of thetree
~ of the knowledge of
good and evil and the
death sentence was pronounced upon them.

Another covenant was made with Noah, hissons,
their seed after them, and with the creatures of the earth
after the Flood which destroyed disobedient mankind.
Wefindthiscovenantin Genesis9:8-13: "And God spake
unto Noah, and to hissonswith him, saying, And I, be-
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hold, | establish my covenant with you, and with your
seed after you; And with every living creaturethat iswith
you, of thefowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the
earthwithyou; fromall that go out of theark, to every
beast of the earth. And | will establish my covenant with
you; neither shall al flesh be cut off any more by thewa-
tersof aflood; neither shal thereany morebeafloodto
destroy the earth. And God said, Thisisthetoken of the
covenant which I make between me and you and every
living creaturethat iswithyou, for perpetua generations.
| do set my bow inthecloud, and it shall befor atoken of
acovenant between meand the earth.”

A third covenant was made between the Lord and
Abram (Abraham) and hisseed. Abrahamwas concerned
that the steward of hishouse, Eliezer, would be hisheir.
TheLord assured him that hewould not be hisheir. We
pick up the story in Genesis 15:3-6: "And Abram said,
Behold, to methou hast given no seed: and, lo, oneborn
inmy houseismine heir. And, behold, theword of the
LORD cameunto him, saying, Thisshall not bethineheir;
but hethat shall comeforth out of thineown bowelsshdll
bethineheir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said,
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be
ableto number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy
seed be. And hebdlievedinthe LORD; and he counted it
to him for righteousness.” The Lord then promised
Abrahamthat hewould inherit theland hewasdwelling
in. Abraham wanted to know how hewould know that he
would inheritit. TheLordtold himtotakeaheifer,ashe
goat, aram, aturtledove, and ayoung pigeon. Hethen
divided theseanimals, except thebirds. Verses 17-21 tell
us: "Andit cameto pass, that, when the sun went down,
andit wasdark, behold asmoking furnace, and aburning
lamp that passed between those pieces. In the same day
the LORD made acovenant with Abram, saying, Unto
thy seed havel giventhisland, fromtheriver of Egypt
untothegrest river, theriver Euphrates. The Kenites, and
the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, And the Hittites, and
the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, And theAmorites, and
the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”
At that period of timeit was customary for acovenant to
be executed by the parties passing between the cut pieces
of the sacrificed anima sinvolved. To my way of thinking,
the smoking furnace and the burning lamp werethe Fa-
ther in heaven and the L ord Jesus, respectively, entering
into the covenant with Abraham by passing betweenthose
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divided piecesof anima flesh.

The covenant then passed to Abraham'’s son,
Isaac, and later to hisson, Jacob. Thisistold about in
Genesis 26:4-5: "And | will makethy (Isaac's) seed to
multiply asthestarsof heaven, andwill giveuntothy seed
all these countries; and inthy seed shall dl the nations of
the earth be blessed; Because that Abraham obeyed my
voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my stat-
utes, and my laws." Because of Abraham'sobedienceto
God, then his covenant was passed down to I saac, then
to Jacob, then to the sons of Jacob, down to Christ and
even to our day and beyond! How God values His
childrens obedience.

We comedown to thetime of Mosesand the chil-
drenof Israel at Mount Sinai. M osesrecounted to them
God'sdedingswith them and in Deuteronomy 4:13we
learn : " And he declared unto you hiscovenant, which he
commanded you to perform, even ten commandments;
and hewrote them upon two tables of stone.” God's cov-
enant with I sragl and with mankindistied to their obedi-
ence to the Ten Commandments. We saw that with
Abraham in Genesis 26:5 where we were told that
Abraham kept God's commandments, His statutes, and
Hislaws.

To King David and his descendants was a cov-
enant made by God. When David wanted to build ahouse
for God to dwell in, the Lord sent Nathan the prophet
withamessagefor David. After Davidwould die, hisson
would build ahousefor theLord. In1l Samuel 7:15-17
welearn: "But my mercy shal not depart away fromhim,
asl took it from Saul, whom | put away beforethee. And
thinehouse and thy kingdom shall beestablished for ever
beforethee: thy throne shall be established for ever. Ac-
cordingto all thesewords, and according to al thisvi-
sion, so did Nathan speak unto David." David'sthrone
would be established forever, of course, through David's
descendant, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Itisthrough Christ that anew covenant wasmade
with mankind. Hebrews8:7-10reads: "For if that first
covenant had been faultless, then should no place have
been sought for the second. For finding fault with them
(the peopleof Isradl), he saith, Behold, the days come,
saiththeLord, when | will makeanew covenant withthe
house of I sragl and with the house of Judah: Not accord-
ing to the covenant that | madewith their fathersinthe
day when | took them by the hand to lead them out of the
land of Egypt; because they continued not in my cov-
enant, and | regarded them not, saith the Lord. For thisis
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the covenant that | will makewiththehouseof Isradl after
thosedays, saiththe Lord; | will put my lawsinto their
mind, and writethemintheir hearts: and | will betothem
aGod, andthey shal beto meapeople:™. We seethat the
new covenant with man is also based on God's Laws
being kept by His people. Jesusbecame mankind's Rep-
resentative, and He kept God's Ten Commandment Law
perfectly for us so that Hisrighteousness could beim-
puted to Hispeople. They, therefore, would bejustified
by God, through Christ. Welearn from Romans2:7-13:
"To themwho by patient continuanceinwell doing seek
for glory and honour andimmortdity, eternd life: But unto
them that are contentious, and do not obey thetruth, but
obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, Tribulation
and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of
the Jew first, and a so of the Gentile; But glory, honour,
and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew
first, and also to the Gentile: For thereisno respect of
personswith God. For asmany as have sinned without
law shall a so perish without law: and asmany ashave
sinnedinthelaw shall bejudged by thelaw; (For not the
hearersof thelaw arejust before God, but the doers of
thelaw shall bejudtified.” That judtification comesthrough
Christ who seesHis peopletrying toimitate His perfect
life

It wasthe serpent (inhabited by Satan) which tempted
Eveto disobey God'scommand not to eat from thetree
of theknowledge of good and evil, and it isthedragon
(Satan) who iswroth with God's people who are obedi-
enttoHiminthelast days. Revelation 12:17tellsus. "And
thedragon waswroth with thewoman, and went to make
war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ." Because of that wrath of Satan, God's people
must be patient in keeping Hiscommandments. Revela-
tion 14:12 reads. "Hereisthe patience of thesaints: here
arethey that keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.”

Asamatter of fact, itisonly by beingin God's new
covenant and by obeying Hiscommandmentsthat one
hasaright tothetreeof lifeand may enter theNew Jerusa
lem. Wearetoldin Revelation 22:14: "Blessed arethey
that do hiscommandments, that they may haveright to
thetreeof life, and may enter inthroughthe gatesintothe
aty."

If you have never entered into a covenant with the
Lord, you are invited by Him to do so now. Hebrews
3:15invitesyou: "Whileitissaid, Today if yewill hear his
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voice, harden not your hearts, asintheprovocation.” That
invitationisto accept Christ asyour Lord and Savior, and
to keep God's holy commandments, including the Ten
Commandments.
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PHILIPP! QUARTERS WORLD HEADQUARTERS
49 Lowaer San Roque, Bulacas ‘Salem, West Virginia
5000 Cebu City, Philippines USA 264256-0328

Phone: (032)272-1724 Phone: 304-782-1411
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The Children's Page B

IN THE GARDEN - | likethestory | onceread of a
man who had planted a lawn and cultivated and
watered it with great care. Finally, hewasrewarded
for all thiseffort, not the beautiful green grasssuch
ashe had expected, but a big crop of dandelions. He
tried to remove them, but every place hetried to re-
move them, two seemed to blossom where one had
been before.

Finally, in desperation he wrote to the government
experiment station and asked what he could do about
the dandelion pests. The answer came back " Learn
to love them!"

In thislife, there are crosses we must bear, and they
come like dandelions and weeds in our garden, or
even asthethornsthat grow with the beautiful roses.
It is hard to learn to love them, but if we learn to
accept and bear them, we will be rewarded with a
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little glimpse of heaven and of Calvary.
Thereis a great secret to be learned if we walk in
our beloved garden or woods in the early morning.
We can commune with our Creator there, and God
will reveal many things to us.
When the Lord planted a garden in Eden, He made
every treeto grow there that is pleasant to the sight,
and good for food. Healso planted the” Treeof Life"
in the center of the garden.
God walked in the garden He planted in Eden, and
in the cool of the day, He talked to Adam and Eve.
What a wonderful privilege to walk and talk with
God.
Boys and Girls, regardless of where you live, you
have the same privilege of walking and talking with
God that Adam and Eve had. You can kneel down
and talk to Him, and wherever you may be, you will
find that you are in the Garden with Him.
Always seek the Lord in the morning and while you
areyoung.
Remember these " Golden Words' and keep them
locked in your heart; "...those that seek me early
shall find me" (Proverbs 8:17).

Answersto Circle Puzze on pagel3:
1. Eve

2. Esther

3. Rachel

4. Lois

5. Sarah

6. Hannah

7. Hagar

8. Rebekah

JUNIOR BIBLE QUIZ

1. How many pieces of silver did Judas receive for
betraying Jesus?

2. Who said, " | have sinned in that | have betrayed
the innocent blood?"

3. What did the chief priests do with these pieces of
silver that Judas brought back?

4. Who was the governor that Jesus was delivered
to?

Answers on page 13
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON |
GOD'SMESSAGE TO PHARAOH

ScriptureReading: Exodus4:18-31.
Golden Text: Exodus4:22.

" And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thussaith the
LORD, Israel ismy son, even my firstborn™ .

1. Who did Moses ask permission to leave, to go to
Egypt?What was hisreply? Exodus4:18.

2. Who went with Moses, and what did hetakein his
hand? Exodus4:20.

3. When Mosesreturnsto Egypt, what isheto do, and
what will God do? Exodus4:21.

4. What was M osesingtructed to say unto Pharaoh? Exo-
dus4:22-23.

5. Wheredid Godtell Aaronto go, and did Aaron obey?
Exodus4.:27.

6. Mosestold Aaron all thewords of the Lord and the
signswhich H had commanded them. What did M oses
and Aaron do after this? Exodus4:28-29.

7. Aaron spoketo the people, and Moses did the signs
beforethem. Did they worship God after Aaron spoketo
them? Exodus4:30-31.
LESSON |
MOSESAND AARON SPEAK TO PHARAOH

ScriptureReading: Exodusb5:1-14.
Golden Text: Exodus5:2 (first part).

" And Pharaoh said, Who isthe LORD, that |

should obey hisvoiceto let | srael go?"

1. What messagefromtheLord did Mosesand Aaron
giveto Pharaoh?Exodus5:1.
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2. What was Pharaoh'sanswer? Exodus5:2.

3. What werethe children of Isragl supposed to do, and
what would happen if they did not do this? Exodus5:3

4. What question did Pharaoh ask Mosesin Exodus5:47?

5. What did Pharaoh command thetaskmastersto doto
punish the people? Exodus 5:6-9.

6. Didthetaskmasterstell the children of Israel what
Pharaoh said? Exodus5:10-11.

7. What other punishment did the children of I srael get
whilethey wereworking? Exodus5:14.

LESSON 111

THEISRAELITESMURMUR
AGAINST MOSES

ScriptureReading: Exodusb5:15-23.
Golden Text: Exodus5:22 (first part).

"And Mosesreturned untotheLORD, and said,
Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this
people?"

1. What did the officersof the children of Israel say to
Pharaoh? Exodus5:15-16.

2. What was Pharaoh'sanswer? Exodus5:17-18.

3. Who did they go and meet then? Exodus 5:20.

4. What did they say to Moses? Exodus 5:21.

5. What question did M osesask the Lord? Exodus5:22.
6. What did Moses say that Pharaoh had done since

M oses had spoken to himin the Lord's name? Exodus
5:23.
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSON IV
GOD REASSURESMOSES

ScriptureReading: Exodus6:1-13.
Golden Text: Exodus6:2.

" And God spakeunto M oses, and said unto him,
| amtheLORD".

1. What did the Lord say unto Moses? Exodus 6:1-2.

2. By what name was He not known to the | sraelites?
Exodus6:3.

3. God had established Hiscovenant with I srael. What
land was Heto giveto them? Exodus 6:4-5. God heard
their groaningsand remembered thiscovenant.

4. \What was M osesinstructed to tell thechildren of |s-
rael ? Exodus 6:6-8.

5. When Mosestried to tell these promisesto the chil-
drenof Isradl, did they listen? Exodus 6:9.

6. What then did God tell M osesto do, and was M oses
doubtful that Pharaoh would hear him? Exodus 6:10-12.

7. What did the Lord speak unto Moses and Aaron?
Exodus6:13.

Answer to Matching Bible VersesAbout Sabbath:
1b

2.e

3.d  Answer to Ancient Egyptian Writing:
4j Because | drew Him out of the water
50

6.f . : -
s Answers to Junior Bible Quiz
8a 1.30

9.i 2.Judas I scariot

lb.c 3.bought the Potter's field

4.Pilate

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

CIRCLEPUZZLE
Start with number 1 and go aroundthecirclefillinginthe
namesof Biblewomen. Thelast | etter of eachwordisthe
beginning of the next one. Usethe cluesbelow to help
you.

1. Thefirss womanintheBibleand wifeto Adam. Gen-
esis3:20.

2. A beautiful Jewish maiden that became queen and
hel ped the people. Esther 5:3.

3. Thewife of Jacob and the mother of Joseph and Ben-
jamin. Genesis29:18.

4. Awoman of greet faith and grandmother of Timothy. 11

Timothy 1:5.

5. Thewife of Abraham and mother of |saac. Genesis
21:2.

6. Thewifeof Elkanah and mother of Samud. | Samue

1:20.

7.A handmaid of Sarah and mother of Ishmadl. Genesis
16:8.

8. Thewifeof | saac and mother of Jacob and Esau. Gen-
es5is24:67.
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The Children's Page Games

Theancient Egyptianwriting iscalled hieroglyphics. Pictures and symbol swere used to represent words.
Usethe picture code bel ow to find out why the Egyptian princessgavethe name"Moses' to the baby shefound.
Read down the columns- not acrosstherows.

Matching Bible Verses About Sabbath - Match the proper Bible verse to the description in the first
column. Put the proper letter in the blank in front of each numbered statement.

1. A statement of its beginning
2. A sign of sanctification

a. Jeremiah 17:27 f. Exodus 16:27

3. A Sabbath command b. Genesis 2:2-3 g. John 9:15-16
C. |saiah 66:23 h. Mark 2:28
4. A Sabbath song _ _ _ .
5. A Sabbath healing d. Exodus 20:8-11 i. Nehemiah 13:15-21
- e. Ezekiel 20:12 J. Psalm 92

6. A broken Sabbath

7. Lord of the Sabbath

8. Awarning

9. A Sabbath reformation

10. Sabbath in the new world
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CAIN
HISWAY

Reprinted
by Amos R. Wells

Thefirst murderer was aman who wanted his own way. That iswhy he wasthefirst murderer. Not God's way, not Abel's
way; his own way.

It seems reasonable enough, too. Abel had offered the fruit of histoil, and it had been accepted. Cain offered the fruit of
histoil; why was not it also accepted?

That Abel wasfollowing the Divine command, and that he was disobeying it made no differencein Cain's eyes. Hisway
ought to be as good asAbel's way, his sacrifice as acceptable asAbel's, so he argued, and he would hear to nothing else.
This fondness for one's own way soon becomes a passion, the passion soon becomes a possession, the possession soon
becomes a frenzy. Self-willed people are on the highway to murder, every one of them. Their will, their way, becomes
everything to them, and whatever opposes it becomes nothing to them. Down with it!

The Devil wasamurderer from the beginning, and selfishness, self-will, is of the essence of all deviltry. That Cain, balked
of hisown way, should put Abel out of the way, was the most natural thing in the world.

It was nonethe less natural becauseit was supremely foolish. Asif God would respect his offering the more when he had
killed the one whose offering God had honored! But that istheway with all self-will: nothinginthe universeisso short-
sighted.

"Am | my brother's keeper?' That answer of Cain's pillories him aswell aswords can do it. He was no brother's keeper.
He was looking out for himself - his own possessions, his own way, his own precious life. He had no conception of the
great truth that as aman keeps his brother, the man himself is kept. Asaman yieldsto another's better way, to God's best
way, he gets his own way, in reality his own way.

For what aman wants, after all in seeking hisown way, ishappiness; and thereisno happinesslikeleaving one's own self-
willed way and walking in the way that God has marked out. In this lowly self-abandonment lies the most profound
satisfaction that earth and heaven know. The gentle Abel knew it. Cain scouted it.

What was the mark of Cain? No one knows. But from what | have written it isvery plain what |, at least, think to be the
mark of the modern Cain. It isthe idolatry of one's own way.

Not that one's own way is always wrong and the way of others always right. Not that it is not occasionally necessary to
fight for one' own way, in the interest of justice and humanity. Not that one's own way is not sometimes God's way, and
increasingly God's way aswe yield ourselvesto God.

But when our way is God's way, and we love it, not because it is our way but because it is God's way, the mark of Cain
has vanished from our forehead, and in its stead, His Name is in our forehead who is perfect humility, because He is
perfect wisdom and perfect love.

PAGE FIFTEEN THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH




The Advocate of Tru
PO Box 328
Salem WV 26426-0328
Address Service Requested
Return Postage Guarenteed

Periodicals
Postage Paid At
Salem WV 26426-0328

Trust
By David Delong




